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cally limit the personal authority of the monarch, be-
cause he appoints and removes the ministers at will.

The Stdndeversammlung, or Assembly of Estates,
which must be summoned to a regular Landtag at
least every other year, consists of two chambers. The
first contains the royal princes; certain nobles; high
officials, clerical, educational, and municipal; members
appointed by the crown; and representatives elected
by certain privileged bodies. The second is composed
of thirty-seven members from the cities and forty-five
from the country, each of whom is chosen by direct
secret ballot in a separate district fixed by the Minister
of the Interior.1 The franchise extends to all men who
pay three marks a year in taxes on land or income, and
the term is six years, one third of the members retiring
every two years. The budget and all laws require the
consent of the Landtag, as do all treaties touching
matters that fall within its competence.2 It has also
power to address the crown, to initiate legislation, and
to impeach and interpellate the ministers, who have, of
course, a right to be present and speak on all occa-
sions. According to the old German custom, it chooses
a permanent committee of its own members (Landtags-
ausschuss), which continues to act between the ses-
sions, and whose chief duty is to help in the administra-
tion of the public debt.3

1  A plurality elects.    The members are paid.    From a fear of the
growing power of the Socialists the three-class system of election was
introduced early in 1896..

2  If the   chambers do not agree about any measure, including the
budget, a conference committee is  appointed, and the report of this
body is considered as adopted unless rejected by a two thirds majority
in one of the chambers.

3  This body exists in most of the German States.